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(The COVID 19 Pandemic is an ever changing and fluid situation.  Therefore, all items

within this plan are subject to change as needed.)



Yorktown ISD
Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services (RIPICS) Plan Revised -  February 14, 2022

As Yorktown ISD continues to remain 100% open, protocols and information for parents have been
updated. These protocols, addressing CDC recommendations, will be revisited as needed to address any
changes.

Our goal is to ensure a continuity of services for all our students in the areas of academics, social
emotional, health and food services.

● Each campus has a counseling program to address social emotional needs.
● Each campus has access to the school district nurse to address health issues.
● All students in YISD will receive free breakfast and lunch for the 2021-2022 school year.

Mitigation Strategies

Face Coverings

According to a proclamation by the Governor of Texas, face coverings are optional.

● To create a safe environment for YISD staff and students, CDC recommends face coverings.  We
recommend staff and students utilize face coverings when moving through hallways and while in
common areas including restrooms, gyms, libraries, computer labs, cafeteria, etc.

● Face coverings are strongly recommended anytime social distancing cannot be maintained on a
bus.

● Facemasks/ coverings may be any color or design, but may NOT depict alcohol, tobacco, drugs,
sexually-related, offensive, or inappropriate for the school setting images or language. Principals
have sole discretion of what is inappropriate.

Procedures For Campuses

As the information from the CDC continues to change, these procedures will change as well. Campuses
will update any changes throughout the year. To begin school the following will be in place:

● Lunch with students - Adults will not be able to have lunch with students during the 1st
semester.

● Meet the teacher, assemblies, open house, parent conferences, etc. will be held in person.
Virtual parent conferences will still be allowed.

● Parents will not be allowed to walk students to classrooms.
● Students leaving during the day for appointments will need a doctor’s note to return.



Modifying facilities to allow for physical distancing

● As allowable, students will be 3 feet apart in the classrooms.
● Desks or tables will be socially distanced as much as instructionally possible.
● When possible, technology can be utilized when the use of manipulatives is needed. Teachers

will consider assigning cohorts of students specific manipulatives in order to reduce the
possibility of exposure or consider creating individual bags of supplementary aids and/or
manipulatives for student use that could also be sent home in the event of school closure.

● The use of outdoor space for learning will be considered when possible. Classroom groups
working outside will maintain at least 12 feet of social distance from other classroom groups.

● Whenever possible, students and staff will maintain consistent groupings of people to minimize
exposure. Additionally, supplemental services will be grouped by grade level when possible

Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette

● Alcohol-based hand sanitizer will be available at the main entry to the campus, in classrooms, in
the cafeteria and in common areas throughout the campus.

● Thorough hand washing will continue upon return from outdoors, before eating, and following
restroom breaks.

● Proper handwashing technique will be taught to all students and consistently reinforced.
● Supplies provided by students will not be shared.
● Music and PE equipment will be sanitized and wiped down after each use.
● The scheduling of whole class restroom breaks is recommended to eliminate co-mingling of

students across various classes and to ensure teacher monitoring of social distancing guidelines.

Cleaning and Maintaining Healthy Facilities

● Each classroom and restroom will be disinfected daily.
● All high touch areas will be disinfected daily.
● Cleaning cloths will be changed daily for each classroom and common area to maximize room to

room cleanliness.
● Staff will have access to disinfectant wipes to sanitize working surfaces and shared objects after

each use and during breaks in instruction.
● Cafeteria tables will be cleaned between lunches
● Improve ventilation to the extent possible to increase circulation of outdoor air, increase the

delivery of clean air, and dilute potential contaminants.

Diagnostic and Screening Testing

● Yorktown ISD encourages students, staff, and any person entering a campus to complete a
self-screener prior to coming on campus.

Vaccinations

● COVID-19 vaccines are not required for students or employees.
● Per the CDC, promoting vaccination can help schools safely return to in-person learning as well

as extracurricular activities and sports.
● If you have questions or concerns about receiving the vaccine you are encouraged to reach out to

your healthcare provider.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/ventilation.html


● Search vaccines.gov, text your zip code to 438829, or call 1-800-232-0233 to find COVID-19
vaccine locations near you.

Contact Tracing

● According to TEA, the data from 2020-21 showing very low COVID-19 transmission rates in a
classroom setting and data demonstrating lower transmission rates among children than adults,
school systems are not required to conduct COVID-19 contact tracing. If school systems are made
aware that a student is a close contact, the school system should notify the student’s parents.
Parents of students who are determined to be close contacts of an individual with COVID-19 may
opt to keep their students at home during the recommended stay-at-home period. For
individuals who are determined to be close contacts, the stay-at-home period can end for
students experiencing no symptoms on Day 10 after close contact exposure, if no subsequent
COVID-19 testing is performed. Alternatively, students can end the stay-at-home period if they
receive a negative result from a PCR acute infection test after the close contact exposure ends.

● Yorktown ISD will send out notification by campus that a positive individual may have been
accessed.

Coordination with State and local health officials

● Yorktown ISD will continue to follow recommendations from the Dewitt County Health
Department, the Texas Education Agency and the State of Texas.

Health and Safety Protocols for Symptomatic or Positive Cases

Presence of Symptoms

● When a student displays symptoms of COVID-19, the school nurse will provide a clinical
assessment to determine if and when the student needs to be sent home.

● Students who are ill will be removed from the classroom. Parents/guardians will be notified and
should make arrangements to pick the student up within 30 minutes. After being sent home,
students must meet the district defined criteria before returning to school.

● Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow district protocols for separation from
students and other staff members, testing and returning to work.

Confirmed Diagnosis

If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school district will notify
DeWitt County Health Department, in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and
regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

Students

● As provided in this Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Rule, school systems must
exclude students from attending school in person who are actively sick with COVID-19 or who
have received a positive test result for COVID-19. Parents must ensure they do not send a child



to school on campus if the child has COVID-19 symptoms or is test-confirmed with COVID-19,
until the conditions for re-entry are met.

● Students with COVID-19 may not return to school until the following criteria are met:
o If symptomatic, exclude until at least 10 days have passed since symptom onset, and

fever free*, and other symptoms have improved.
o Children who test positive for COVID-19 but do not have any symptoms must stay home

until at least 10 days after the day they were tested.
o *Fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever suppressing medications. Fever is a

temperature of 100° Fahrenheit (37.8° Celsius) or higher.

Staff

● Similar to students, school systems must exclude staff from attending school in person who are
actively sick with COVID-19, who are suspected of being actively sick with COVID-19, or who
have received a positive test result for COVID-19. Based on recent updates from the CDC, staff
may return when:

○ If symptomatic, at least 5 days have passed since symptom onset, and fever free*, and
other symptoms have improved.

○ For those with no symptoms, at least 5 days after the day they tested positive.

*Fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever suppressing medications. Fever is a
temperature of 100° Fahrenheit (37.8° Celsius) or higher.

Close Contacts

● Close contact is considered
o Being directly exposed to infectious secretions (IE. being coughed or sneezed without a

mask or face shield) or
o someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for 15 minutes cumulatively

starting from 2 days before the infected person’s illness onset or 2 days prior to them
being tested for COVID-19.

Students

● If school systems are made aware that a student is a close contact, the school system should
notify the student’s parents. Parents of students who are determined to be close contacts of an
individual with COVID-19 may opt to keep their students at home during the recommended
stay-at-home period.

o For individuals who are determined to be close contacts, the stay-at-home period can
end for students experiencing no symptoms on Day 10 after close contact exposure, if no
subsequent COVID-19 testing is performed.

o Alternatively, students can end the stay-at-home period if they receive a negative result
from a PCR acute infection test after the close contact exposure ends.

Staff

● May come to work if they have no sign or symptom. Must test periodically for ten days from
contact.



● If symptoms arise staff must meet the following criteria to return:
o at least five (5) days have passed since symptoms first appeared.; OR
o a release from a doctor.

Students with Disabilities

Appropriate Accommodations for Children with Disabilities (Health and Safety)

● The recommended procedures will be applied to all classroom settings, including special
education services locations when possible and appropriate. Individual student needs will be
addressed on a case-by-case basis.

● Students that attend the DeWitt-LaVaca Special Education Cooperative should reference the
DLSEC 2021-2022 Strong Start Action Plan that can be found at www.yisd.org.

● Parents with students that have specific health related disabilities and need special
accommodations due to the COVID 19 pandemic should contact the Principal at their child’s
campus.

Continuity of Services

Academics

● Students will be engaging in learning experiences that are on-grade level as well as participating
in instruction that reinforces essential skills from previous grades/courses.

Social Emotional and Mental Health

● YISD is committed to ensuring the social and emotional health and wellbeing of all students.
Direct instruction and support are provided to students in the area of social emotional learning
(SEL) and wellness.

Food Services

● All students will receive free breakfast and lunch for the 2021-22 school year.
● Tables will be sanitized between lunches.

Special Education/RTI/504

● Yorktown ISD will ensure that students with disabilities have access to a free and appropriate
public education. To the greatest extent possible, each student will be provided the specialized
instruction, support and related services identified in the student’s RTI plan, individualized
education program (IEP) or Section 504 plan. Service provisions will align to all regulations and
guidance outlined by the state. Students with disabilities will follow the District guidelines and
protocols with special consideration given to meet their individual needs.

http://www.yisd.org


○ When we return to in-person instruction, we will work to minimize potential exposure to
our most vulnerable students.

○ Accommodations will be provided to students to ensure their safety while on campus or
attending campus based events.


